One unfortunate characteristic of human nature is that most people vehemently resist change. Physicians and scientists are among the slowest to accept new ideas.
Stammberger's paper in this issue describes the trials and problems encountered by Professor Walter Messerklinger in his pioneering efforts to introduce his concepts of endoscopic sinus surgery. Today, we all agree that his contribution to the treatment of sinus disease was a major advance. Itseems to be ironic that the long-delayed publication of his book occurred in the United States, ultimately in English, a language foreign to him. In fact, his experience of difficulty with the introduction of a new idea is more often the rule than the exception. 
